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Location and Extent of Gujarat 

Gujarat, one of the westernmost states of India, is a region of immense historical, cultural, 

and economic importance. Known for its strategic location, Gujarat serves as a gateway to 

global trade and commerce. This article explores Gujarat's location and geographical extent 

in detail, including its latitudinal and longitudinal coordinates, neighboring regions, physical 

features, and its significance in India's geographical and economic framework. 

 

Geographical Coordinates 

Gujarat is situated between the latitudes 20°1'N to 24°7'N and longitudes 68°4'E to 74°4'E. 

These coordinates place Gujarat in the tropical zone, imparting a predominantly arid to semi-

arid climate, with coastal influences along the Arabian Sea. 

 

Boundaries of Gujarat 

Gujarat shares its borders with several states and international territories: 

1. North: Rajasthan 

2. East: Madhya Pradesh 

3. South-East: Maharashtra 

4. South-West and West: Arabian Sea 

5. North-West: Pakistan (Sindh Province) 

The state's diverse border-sharing contributes to its cultural amalgamation and strategic 

importance. 

 

Physical Dimensions 

 Area: Gujarat is the sixth-largest state in India, covering an area of 196,024 square 

kilometers, which accounts for about 6.19% of India's total geographical area. 

 Length: The state stretches approximately 1,600 kilometers along the Arabian Sea, 

making it one of the states with the longest coastlines in India. 

 Width: The width varies significantly due to its irregular shape, with a wider eastern 

segment tapering towards the west. 

 



  GUJARAT GEOGRAPHY 

 

PSCNOTES.COM 3 

 

Topographical Features 

Gujarat's terrain is diverse, ranging from plains to hills and coastal regions. The state can be 

divided into the following regions: 

1. The Rann of Kutch: A vast salt marsh in the northwest, unique for its seasonal 

wetlands and wildlife. 

2. The Kathiawar Peninsula (Saurashtra): A region of plains and low-lying hills 

bordered by the Arabian Sea. 

3. Eastern Hills: The Vindhya and Satpura ranges in the eastern fringes. 

4. Coastal Plains: Extensive flatlands bordering the Arabian Sea, facilitating trade and 

agriculture. 

 

Coastal Importance 

Gujarat's coastline of 1,600 kilometers is pivotal for maritime activities. The state is dotted 

with numerous ports, including: 

 Major Ports: Kandla and Mundra 

 Minor Ports: Pipavav, Dahej, Hazira, and Veraval 

These ports make Gujarat a hub for trade and commerce, not just for India but also for 

international markets, particularly in the Middle East and Africa. 

 

Climate Influence 

Gujarat’s location influences its climate significantly: 

1. Tropical Climate: High temperatures during summer due to its proximity to the 

Tropic of Cancer. 

2. Monsoonal Impact: Rainfall varies from 100 mm in the arid Kutch region to over 

2,000 mm in the southern districts. 

3. Coastal Breezes: Moderate the climate in coastal regions like Surat and Veraval. 

 

Strategic Importance 

1. International Border: Gujarat's northwestern boundary with Pakistan places it at the 

forefront of national security and cross-border relations. 

2. Proximity to Mumbai: The state's closeness to Mumbai, India's financial capital, 

amplifies its economic significance. 

3. Gateway to the West: The Arabian Sea facilitates Gujarat's role as a maritime 

gateway for international trade. 
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Economic Implications of Location 

1. Trade and Commerce: Gujarat's coastline enables efficient export-import operations, 

particularly in petroleum, textiles, and gems. 

2. Industrial Hubs: Proximity to major trade routes has led to the establishment of 

industrial hubs in regions like Ahmedabad, Surat, and Vadodara. 

3. Tourism: Landmarks like the Gir Forest, Rann of Kutch, and Dwarka attract global 

tourists. 

 

Connectivity 

Gujarat is well-connected to the rest of India and international locations: 

1. Roads: The Golden Quadrilateral Highway Network connects Gujarat to major Indian 

cities. 

2. Railways: An extensive railway network links Gujarat to neighboring states and 

beyond. 

3. Airports: Major airports in Ahmedabad, Surat, and Vadodara cater to domestic and 

international traffic. 

4. Seaports: The state’s ports are among the busiest in India, serving as trade gateways. 

 

Significance of Gujarat’s Extent 

1. Cultural Confluence: Sharing borders with various states, Gujarat has a rich cultural 

diversity blending Rajasthani, Marathi, and Sindhi influences. 

2. Defense and Security: Gujarat's western border with Pakistan demands robust 

defense infrastructure. 

3. Resource Distribution: The state's geographical extent supports diverse resources, 

from minerals in the Rann of Kutch to fertile lands in the southern regions. 

 

Physiography of Gujarat of Gujarat 

Gujarat, a state on the western coast of India, displays a fascinating array of geographical 

features. From salt deserts and scrublands to fertile plains and coastal areas, the physiography 

of Gujarat is as diverse as its culture. This article delves into the main physiographic 

divisions of the state, highlighting their unique characteristics and impact on the environment 

and human life.    

1. The Mainland 

The mainland is the largest region of Gujarat, encompassing fertile plains, plateaus, and hills. 
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 Plains: The plains of Gujarat are formed by the alluvial deposits of rivers like the 

Sabarmati, Mahi, and Narmada. These plains are incredibly fertile, making Gujarat a 

major agricultural producer. The black cotton soil found here is ideal for growing 

cotton, tobacco, and groundnut.    

 Plateaus: The eastern part of the mainland features plateaus like the Chhota Udaipur 

plateau and the Panchmahal plateau. These plateaus are rich in mineral resources like 

manganese and limestone. 

 Hills: The Aravalli range extends into Gujarat, forming hills in the northeastern part 

of the state. These hills are home to forests and wildlife sanctuaries.    

2. The Kathiawar Peninsula 

The Kathiawar peninsula, located in the western part of Gujarat, is characterized by its hilly 

terrain and extensive coastline. 

 Gir Hills: The Girnar hills in the center of the peninsula are the highest point in 

Gujarat. These hills are famous for the Gir National Park, the last abode of the Asiatic 

lion.    

 Coastal Plains: The peninsula has a long coastline dotted with numerous ports and 

beaches. This coastline plays a crucial role in the state's economy, supporting fishing, 

trade, and tourism.    

3. The Kutch Region 

The Kutch region in the northwestern part of Gujarat is a unique landscape dominated by the 

Rann of Kutch.    

 Rann of Kutch: This vast salt marsh is one of the largest in the world. It is a seasonal 

wetland, flooding during the monsoon and drying up into a salt desert in the summer. 

The Rann is known for its stark beauty and unique ecosystem.    

 Kutch Highlands: The Kutch region also includes highlands with hills and 

scrublands. These areas are home to a variety of wildlife, including the Indian wild 

ass. 

Impact on Environment and Human Life 

The diverse physiography of Gujarat significantly influences its environment and human life. 

 Climate: The coastal areas have a moderate climate, while the interior regions 

experience extreme temperatures. The Rann of Kutch has an arid climate with very 

low rainfall.    

 Agriculture: The fertile plains of Gujarat support a thriving agricultural sector. The 

state is a major producer of cotton, groundnut, and tobacco.    

 Industry: The availability of mineral resources in the plateau regions has led to the 

development of industries like cement and chemicals. 

 Tourism: The diverse landscapes of Gujarat, including the beaches, hills, and the 

Rann of Kutch, attract a large number of tourists. 

 Biodiversity: The varied ecosystems of Gujarat support a wide range of flora and 

fauna. The state is home to several national parks and wildlife sanctuaries.    


