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Location and Boundaries of Haryana

Haryana, a state in the northern part of India, holds historical, cultural, and strategic
significance due to its geographical location and boundaries. This article delves into the
details of Haryana’s location, neighboring states, districts, and other geographical aspects,
highlighting its importance in India’s political and economic landscape.

Geographical Location of Haryana

e Latitudinal and Longitudinal Extent: Haryana is located between 27°39'N and 30°55'N
latitude and 74°27'E and 77°36'E longitude, placing it in the northwestern part of India.

e Geographical Area: The state covers an area of 44,212 square kilometers, constituting
about 1.4% of India’s total geographical area.

e Position in India: Haryana serves as a gateway to northern India and plays a vital role in
connecting various parts of the country due to its proximity to the national capital, New
Delhi.

Boundaries of Haryana

Haryana shares its borders with five other states and the Union Territory of Delhi, making it a
critical state in terms of connectivity and economic exchange.

1. Northern Boundary

¢ Neighboring State: Haryana shares its northern boundary with Punjab.
¢ Significance: The proximity to Punjab fosters agricultural trade and cultural exchange. The
Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL) canal controversy has also highlighted this boundary's significance.

2. Western Boundary

e Neighboring State: The western boundary of Haryana is shared with Rajasthan.
¢ Significance: This boundary showcases a transition from the fertile plains of Haryana to the
arid regions of Rajasthan, influencing climatic and agricultural patterns.

3. Eastern Boundary

¢ Neighboring States: To the east, Haryana is bordered by Uttar Pradesh and the Union
Territory of Delhi.
o Delhi: The Delhi-Haryana border is crucial for transportation, trade, and daily
commuting for millions of people. Key cities like Gurgaon (now Gurugram) and
Faridabad lie along this border.
o Uttar Pradesh: The Yamuna River forms a natural boundary between Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh, marking an important geographical feature.
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4. Southern Boundary

¢ Neighboring State: Haryana’s southern boundary connects with Rajasthan again,
particularly near the Aravalli hills.

e Significance: This region features semi-arid conditions and forms a natural buffer with
Rajasthan.

Natural Boundaries

1. Yamuna River: The eastern boundary is prominently defined by the Yamuna River, which
flows along Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.
o Importance: This river serves as a major water source for irrigation and drinking
water in Haryana.
2. Aravalli Hills: In the southern and southwestern parts of Haryana, the Aravalli range acts as
a geographical marker.
o Importance: The hills influence local climate, biodiversity, and mining activities in
districts like Gurgaon and Rewari.

Strategic Importance of Haryana’s Location

1. Proximity to Delhi: Haryana encircles Delhi from three sides (north, west, and south),
making it vital for Delhi’s infrastructure, logistics, and industrial growth.

2. Economic Corridor: Haryana lies on the Golden Quadrilateral and the Eastern Peripheral
Expressway, enhancing its role in trade and transportation.

3. Military Significance: Due to its proximity to Punjab and Pakistan, Haryana has a strategic
role in India’s defense setup, hosting multiple military bases.

Administrative and Political Boundaries

Haryana is administratively divided into 22 districts, each contributing to the state’s
governance and development. The districts can be grouped based on their location:

¢ Northern Districts: Ambala, Kurukshetra, Karnal, Panchkula
e Southern Districts: Gurgaon, Faridabad, Palwal

e Western Districts: Sirsa, Hisar, Fatehabad

e Eastern Districts: Panipat, Sonipat, Jhajjar

Connectivity

1. Road Network: Haryana’s location makes it a hub for highways, including:
o NH-44 (Delhi-Chandigarh stretch).
o NH-8 (Delhi-Mumbai corridor).
2. Railway Links: Major railway lines pass through Haryana, linking it to Delhi, Punjab,

Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh.
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3. Air Connectivity: The Indira Gandhi International Airport in Delhi serves Haryana, while
plans for new airports in cities like Hisar are underway.

Cultural and Economic Impact of Boundaries

1. Cultural Exchange: Haryana’s shared borders with Punjab, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh
contribute to a rich tapestry of cultural influences, including language, festivals, and cuisine.

2. Economic Trade: Haryana’s borders facilitate significant trade, particularly in agricultural
goods, due to its fertile land and proximity to key markets.

Challenges Related to Boundaries

1. Inter-State Water Disputes: The SYL canal dispute with Punjab is a long-standing issue.

2. Urban Sprawl: Rapid urbanization along the Delhi-Haryana border has led to environmental
concerns and infrastructural stress.

3. Border Disputes: Minor disputes with neighboring states over land demarcation occasionally
arise.

Physiographic Divisions of Haryana

Haryana, a state in northern India, exhibits a diverse landscape characterized by a variety of
landforms. These landforms, shaped by geological processes and climatic conditions over
millions of years, have given rise to distinct physiographic divisions. Understanding these
divisions is crucial for comprehending the state's physical geography, natural resources, and
human activities.

1. The Shivalik Hills:

Located in the northeastern part of the state, these hills form the foothills of the
Himalayas.

o They extend through the districts of Panchkula, Ambala, and Yamunanagar.

The average elevation ranges from 600 to 1500 meters.

The Morni Hills, a popular tourist destination, are part of the Shivaliks and boast the
highest peak in Haryana, Mount Karoh.

These hills are characterized by steep slopes, dense forests, and numerous streams.
Due to their elevation and forest cover, they receive higher rainfall than other parts of
the state.

2. The Piedmont Plain:

o This is a narrow strip of land lying between the Shivalik Hills and the alluvial plains.
o It is formed by the deposition of sediments carried down by streams from the hills.

o The soil here is relatively fertile and suitable for agriculture.

o This region is also known as the 'Kandi' area and is characterized by gently sloping

terrain.
PSCNOTES.COM n



HARYANA GEOGRAPHY

3. The Alluvial Plains:

e This is the largest physiographic division, covering most of the state.
e It is formed by the deposition of alluvium brought by the rivers Yamuna and
Ghaggar.
o The plains are further divided into:
o Bangar: Older alluvium, forming the slightly elevated uplands.
o Khadar: Newer alluvium, forming the low-lying floodplains.
o Naili: Intermediate zone between Bangar and Khadar.
o Bet: Riverine islands within the Khadar.
e The alluvial plains are highly fertile and support intensive agriculture, making
Haryana a major contributor to India's food grain production.

4. The Aravalli Range:

o Remnants of the ancient Aravalli Range are found in the southern part of Haryana.
o These hills are characterized by their rocky terrain and sparse vegetation.

o They act as a natural barrier between the Thar Desert and the Indo-Gangetic Plain.
e The region is rich in minerals like quartzite, marble, and slate.

5. The Semi-Desert Plains:

e Located in the southwestern part of the state, bordering Rajasthan.

o This region is characterized by sandy soils, low rainfall, and high temperatures.

o Itis also known as the 'Bagar' region.

e The presence of sand dunes and seasonal streams are typical features of this
landscape.

e Agriculture is limited due to the arid conditions, and animal husbandry is a more
prominent livelihood.

Significance of Physiographic Divisions:

o Agriculture: The fertile alluvial plains are the backbone of Haryana's agriculture,
supporting the cultivation of crops like wheat, rice, and cotton.

o Water Resources: The physiography influences the distribution of water resources.
The Shivaliks and the Aravalli hills receive higher rainfall, feeding the rivers and
streams that flow through the plains.

o Mineral Resources: The Aravalli Range is a source of various minerals, contributing
to the state's industrial development.

e Tourism: The diverse landscape offers opportunities for tourism, with destinations
like the Morni Hills, Sultanpur National Park, and the cultural heritage sites in the
plains attracting visitors.

e Environmental Concerns: Understanding the physiographic divisions is crucial for
addressing environmental issues like soil erosion, water scarcity, and deforestation.
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