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Ancient History of Haryana
Prehistoric Haryana

Haryana, situated in the northwestern region of India, is steeped in history that dates back to
the prehistoric era. The state is home to numerous archaeological sites that provide valuable
insights into early human activities, particularly from the Stone Age. This article delves into
the prehistoric period of Haryana, with a focus on Stone Age settlements and significant
Paleolithic and Neolithic sites that mark its ancient history.

Stone Age Settlements in Haryana

The Stone Age marks the earliest period of human history, characterized by the use of stone
tools. Haryana's fertile plains and river systems, such as the Saraswati, Yamuna, and
Ghaggar, provided an ideal environment for early human settlements.

Key Features of Stone Age Settlements in Haryana

1. Geography and Climate:
o Haryana's location at the confluence of important river systems made it a favorable
habitat.
o The semi-arid climate and availability of resources such as stone, water, and game
animals supported sustenance.
2. Early Human Activities:
o Early humans in Haryana were primarily hunter-gatherers.
o The presence of riverbeds and stone quarries provided raw materials for tool-
making.
3. Material Culture:
o The tools discovered from this period include hand axes, scrapers, and blades made
of quartzite and chert.
o Pottery shards, though rare, provide evidence of the gradual transition to settled
life.

Paleolithic Sites in Haryana

The Paleolithic Age, or the Old Stone Age, is the earliest phase of the Stone Age, dating back
to approximately 2.5 million years ago. Haryana boasts several Paleolithic sites that offer
glimpses into the life of early humans.

Key Paleolithic Sites in Haryana

1. Sohna (Gurugram District):
o Excavations in Sohna have revealed a significant collection of Paleolithic tools,
including hand axes, cleavers, and flake tools.
o The tools suggest the presence of early Homo erectus populations in the region.



2. Bhiwani and Hisar Districts:
o Fossils and stone tools have been discovered in these districts, indicating human
activity dating back to the Lower Paleolithic period.
o The tools demonstrate a clear evolution in craftsmanship over time.
3. Aravalli Hills:
o The Aravalli range in southern Haryana has yielded evidence of primitive habitation.
o Stone tools found here highlight the use of locally available quartzite.

Significance of Paleolithic Sites:

e The tools reflect a hunting-gathering lifestyle with little evidence of permanent settlements.
e The discoveries indicate the adaptation of early humans to Haryana's environment.

Neolithic Sites in Haryana

The Neolithic Age, or the New Stone Age, marks the advent of agriculture and settled life.
Haryana's archaeological sites reveal a gradual transition from a nomadic lifestyle to a more
structured, agrarian society.

Key Neolithic Sites in Haryana

1. Rakhigarhi (Hisar District):
o Although predominantly a Harappan site, Rakhigarhi has yielded Neolithic artifacts
such as microliths and pottery, hinting at pre-Harappan activity.
o Evidence of early domestication of animals and cultivation of crops has been found.
2. Siswal (Hisar District):
o Siswal is another significant site with traces of Neolithic culture.
o The site contains pre-Harappan pottery and tools that indicate the transition to
settled life.
3. Kunal (Fatehabad District):
o Kunal provides evidence of early Neolithic settlements with mud-brick houses.
o Artifacts such as beads, pottery, and farming tools demonstrate advanced societal
development.

Features of Neolithic Culture in Haryana:

e Agriculture and Animal Husbandry:
o Domestication of cattle, sheep, and goats became prevalent.
o Evidence of wheat and barley cultivation indicates the beginning of farming
activities.
e Settlements:
o The discovery of mud-brick structures indicates permanent dwellings.
o Community living and storage facilities for grains reflect a structured society.
e Tools and Pottery:
o Tools became more polished and diverse, including sickles and grinding stones.
o Pottery styles evolved, with the introduction of painted designs and more durable
materials.



Cultural and Historical Significance

Haryana's prehistoric sites not only highlight the ingenuity of early human societies but also
bridge the gap between the Stone Age and the Indus Valley Civilization. The gradual
transition from hunting-gathering to agriculture laid the foundation for the thriving Harappan
culture in this region.

1. Continuity of Civilization:
o Sites like Rakhigarhi demonstrate a continuum from prehistoric times to the Indus
Valley Civilization.
o This continuity offers valuable insights into cultural and technological evolution.
2. Contribution to Indian Prehistory:
o Haryana's archaeological discoveries enrich the understanding of prehistoric India.
o The state's prehistoric sites provide evidence of early innovation in tool-making,
pottery, and social organization.

3. Preservation and Research:
o Ongoing excavations and studies continue to uncover new aspects of Haryana's

prehistoric past.
o Efforts to preserve these sites are crucial for historical and educational purposes

Indus Valley Civilization in Haryana

The Indus Valley Civilization, a Bronze Age marvel, stretched its influence far beyond the
Indus River. Haryana, a state in present-day India, played a significant role in this
civilization's flourishing, hosting major urban centers and contributing to its vibrant trade
network.

Major Harappan Sites in Haryana
Haryana boasts some of the most significant Indus Valley Civilization sites, including:

e Rakhigarhi: Located in Hisar district, Rakhigarhi is the largest known Indus site in India and
possibly the largest in the entire civilization. Excavations have revealed a well-planned city
with streets, drainage systems, houses with multiple rooms, and a complex burial system.

e Banawali: Situated in Fatehabad district, Banawali provides evidence of both pre-Harappan
and Harappan cultures. This site is notable for its unique fire altars, pottery styles, and the
discovery of a terracotta toy plough, highlighting the importance of agriculture.

e Mitathal: Located in Bhiwani district, Mitathal offers insights into the early Harappan phase.
This site is characterized by its distinctive circular houses and the absence of a citadel,
suggesting a different social organization compared to other Harappan cities.

Artifacts and Urban Planning

The Harappan sites in Haryana showcase the civilization's advanced urban planning and
craftsmanship:



