Prehistoric Period in JNarkNand ..........eeeeiiiiiieeee ettt e e e e e e e e e e e s saab e ees 3

Archaeological Evidence in Jharkhand...........oouieiiiiiiii e 5
Protohistoric Period in Jharkhand.........c...ooiiioi s 6
Early Tribal Settlements of JNarkhand ............cooouiiiiiiii et e e e e e e e 9
T g WYl oI o =T o = o Vo R 11
Megalithic Culture in Jharkhand .........c.ooooiiiii e s sare e e 13
Vedic and Epic References of Jharkhand ..........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiie e 15
Mahajanapadas and Jharkhand ... 17
Nanda and Mauryan Period of Jharkhand ..........c..oooiiiiice e 18
Post-Mauryan Period of JNarkhand ...........cc.ueiiiiiii i e e e e e 21
Gupta Period in JNarkNand.........ooooiii e e et rae e e raeas 22
Early Tribal Kingdoms of JNarkhand........ccocuiiiioiiiie e s e 25
Religious EVOlution of JNarkhand ........c.eeeeiiiiii i s e e e e e 27
Early Art and Architecture of JNarkhand...........cccuviiiiiii e 29
Economic Activities of Jharkhand ... 30
Cultural Practices of JNarkhand .........cooeeoiioiiiie ettt e 33
Role in Ancient Indian History of Jharkhand...........coooiiiiiiiiii e 35
Interaction with Neighboring Regions of Jharkhand .............ccooociiiiiiiiiiicii e 38
Decline of Ancient Dynasties of Jnarkhand.............oooiiiiiiiiiie e 39
Transition to the Early Medieval Period of Jharkhand............cccccveiiiiiiiiiciiieeceeeecee e 42
Early Medieval Period (6th—10th CentUrY CE) ......oeiiiiiiiieeeeee ettt e e et e st e e e eare e e 43
N T=a Lo T o T DAY o =T Y U 45
Chero Dynasty of JNarkNand .......ooeeiiii e s e 46
Influence of the Pala Empire in JNarkhand .............oooiiiiiiiiiiie it 49
Chola and Chalukya Involvement of Jharkhand..........c.cccveiiiiiiiiiiciie e e 50
MedieVval TriDal SOCIETIES .....coiuiiiieiie ettt et ettt e s bt e sae e st e e sbeesbeesaeesaeeeas 53
RolE Of FEUAAl ChIefs. ...ttt sttt et e sbe e saeesaee e 54
Turko-Afghan Period (13th—15th CENTUINY) .....cooo i et e e 57
Impact of the Mughal Empire of JNarkhand ...........oooiiiiio e 58
AdMINistrative DEVEIOPMENTS .....cciiiiiiie ittt ere e e et e e e st e e e e ebte e e e sbaeeeesbaeeessastaeeesnnes 60
LOIT] 0T = I g Lol =1 ] o PR 62
ReESISTANCE MOVEMENTS ...t e e e e e s e e s e e e s ann e e e e sannneeenan 64
Economic Activities of Jharkhand ... 65

Social Hierarchies of JNarkhand ........cccooooviiiiiiiiiiiii 68



RElIGIOUS IMIOVEIMENTES. ... ..utiiiiiiee e ettt e e e e et e e e e e e e s et e e e e e e e ees s sbaeeeeaaeesaaasssaaeeaaaessaasssseseeaeessnnnsrnns 69

ArchiteCtural DEVEIOPMENTS ...c..eiiii ittt e e st e e s sbee e e e sbteeeesbeeeeesbaeeessasseeessnes 72
20T =4 Lo o T I o] o 1ot 43R 73
Role in the Decline of the MUghal EMPIre .......coccvviiieiiiie e e st e e e 76
Transition to the Modern Period of Jharkhand .........c.ccooiiiiiiiieeee e 77
NGV S T do g ot | BT oYU ol USRS 79
Advent of British Rule in Jharkhand..........c.cooiiiiiii e 82
Impact of the Permanent Settlement in Jharkhand ..........cccoveiiiiiiiiiiii e 85
Tribal REVOITS @Nd UPIiSiNgS....cccccuiieiieiiieeciiee ettt e e e e e rtee e e et e e e e eata e e e eataeeeensaeeeennsseeesannreeeeas 86
Role of Missionaries in JNarkhand ..ottt s 90
British AdminiStrative POIICIES ......coueiiiieieeeeee ettt sttt 91
Economic Exploitation of JNarkhand...........c.eeeeiiiiiieiiiie e 94
Participation in the Freedom Movement of Jharkhand ..........ccccoveiiiiiiiiiii e 95
Formation of Tribal Organizations in Jharkhand............ccooecuiiiieiiiic e 97
Role of Birsa Munda in Jharkhand ..o 101
Development of Education and HEalthcare.........c...oviiiiii e e e 102
Women in Jharkhand’s HiStOrY .....o.uuiiiiciiiee e e e s e e s saaaee e eanes 105
Land and Agrarian Issues of JNarkhand...........cooouiiiiiiiiiii e 107
Emergence of Political CONSCIOUSNESS ....uiiiuiiiiiiiiiiee ettt ettt et s e e e s sabee e s s sabae e e e sabeee e enareeas 109
Industrial Growth and Urbanization in Jharkhand........cc..ccoceiiiiiiiieniineeeeeeee e 110
Forest Policies and Their Impact in Jharkhand ...........ccoeeioiiei e 112
World Wars and Jharkhand...........c.cooeoioiiiiiieee ettt sttt 114
Post-Independence Political MOVEMENTS .......ccccciiiiiiiiiiec et e e e e s 116
Social and Economic Transformation in Jharkhand ... 118

Transition to Statehood Of JNArkhand .............eeveeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii bbb aaaraaaaaaes 121



Ancient History of Jharkhand
Prehistoric Period in Jharkhand

Jharkhand, a state in eastern India, is not only rich in minerals but also has a deep connection
to human prehistory. Archaeological and anthropological studies reveal that the region played
a significant role in the prehistoric period, with evidence of human habitation dating back to
the Paleolithic era. This article explores the prehistoric timeline of Jharkhand, focusing on the
Paleolithic, Mesolithic, and Neolithic ages.

1. Prehistoric Period in Jharkhand: An Overview

Jharkhand's prehistoric legacy is etched in its hills, plateaus, and river valleys. Archaeological
evidence from various sites indicates that the state was home to early humans who left behind
tools, pottery, and other artifacts. The region’s rocky terrain and dense forests provided the
perfect setting for early human settlement and survival.

Key Archaeological Sites in Jharkhand

e Singhbhum District: Known for ancient rock paintings and Paleolithic tools.
e Hazaribagh Hills: Evidence of Mesolithic rock shelters and artifacts.

e Chotanagpur Plateau: A hub of Neolithic culture with polished stone tools.
¢ Damodar River Valley: Rich in prehistoric archaeological findings.

2. Paleolithic Age in Jharkhand

The Paleolithic Age, or the Old Stone Age, marks the earliest phase of human activity in
Jharkhand. During this period, humans relied on hunting and gathering, using rudimentary
tools made of stone.

Characteristics of the Paleolithic Age in Jharkhand

1. Time Frame: Approximately 2.5 million years ago to around 10,000 BCE.
2. Human Lifestyle:
o Nomadic hunter-gatherers.
o Depended on stone tools for hunting and scavenging.
3. Tool Types:
o Core tools, hand axes, and cleavers were discovered in regions like Singhbhum and
the Damodar Valley.
o Tools were primarily made from quartzite and basalt, abundant in the region.
4. Habitat:
o Early humans in Jharkhand settled near rivers and caves.
o Evidence of rock shelters suggests they sought protection from predators and harsh
climates.

Key Discoveries



e Rock Paintings: Found in Singhbhum, depicting animals and hunting scenes.
e Stone Tools: Sharp-edged tools for cutting and scraping have been unearthed.

3. Mesolithic Age in Jharkhand

The Mesolithic Age, or Middle Stone Age, marked a transitional phase where humans began
to adopt semi-nomadic lifestyles. This period saw advancements in tool technology and early
attempts at domestication.

Characteristics of the Mesolithic Age in Jharkhand

1. Time Frame: Circa 10,000 BCE to 8,000 BCE.
2. Lifestyle:
o Transition from hunting-gathering to early forms of agriculture.
o Domestication of animals began in this era.
3. Microlithic Tools:
o Introduction of small, sharp tools made from flint and chert.
o Composite tools were crafted by embedding microliths in wooden or bone handles.
4. Rock Shelters:
o Mesolithic rock shelters in Hazaribagh feature paintings that depict early human
activities, including hunting, dancing, and rituals.
o The shelters also served as living spaces.

Key Discoveries

e Cave Paintings:
o Detailed scenes of hunting and community activities, painted with natural pigments.
o Red and white pigments were commonly used.
e Microlithic Assemblages: Found in river valleys, indicating advanced tool-making
techniques.

4. Neolithic Age in Jharkhand

The Neolithic Age, or New Stone Age, heralded significant cultural and technological
advancements. Humans began practicing settled agriculture, and tools became more refined.

Characteristics of the Neolithic Age in Jharkhand

1. Time Frame: Circa 8,000 BCE to 2,000 BCE.
2. Lifestyle:
o Transition to agrarian societies.
o Permanent settlements were established in fertile river valleys.
o Pottery-making and weaving emerged.
3. Tools:
o Polished stone tools like axes and chisels.
o Tools were used for clearing forests and farming.
4. Agriculture:



o Cultivation of crops like millets and legumes.
o Domestication of cattle and goats.
5. Megalithic Culture:
o Early signs of megalithic practices (large stone monuments) emerged in this era,
which would later evolve into the megalithic culture of Jharkhand.

Key Discoveries

e Polished Tools: Found in the Chotanagpur Plateau.
e Agricultural Evidence: Remains of storage pits and grinding stones.

5. Cultural and Anthropological Significance

The prehistoric period in Jharkhand provides invaluable insights into the evolution of human
culture and technology. The findings also highlight the adaptability and ingenuity of early
humans in surviving and thriving in diverse environments.

6. Challenges in Research

¢ Limited Excavations: Many potential sites remain unexplored due to lack of funding and
expertise.
e Preservation Issues: Natural erosion and human activities threaten archaeological sites

Archaeological Evidence in Jharkhand

Jharkhand, a state in eastern India, is rich in archaeological evidence, providing glimpses into
the lives of prehistoric humans who inhabited the region. The presence of stone tools,
microliths, and cave paintings reveals a long and continuous human presence in the area,
dating back to the Paleolithic period.

Stone Tools and Microliths

Stone tools are the earliest and most widespread evidence of human presence in Jharkhand.
These tools, crafted from various types of stone, were used for a variety of purposes,
including hunting, gathering, and processing food.

o Paleolithic Period (Old Stone Age): The earliest stone tools found in Jharkhand date
back to the Paleolithic period, which began roughly 2.6 million years ago and lasted
until about 10,000 years ago. These tools, typically made of quartzite and other hard
stones, include hand axes, cleavers, and choppers. They were used for a variety of
tasks, such as butchering animals, chopping wood, and digging roots.

e Mesolithic Period (Middle Stone Age): The Mesolithic period, which followed the
Paleolithic, saw the development of smaller and more refined stone tools known as
microliths. These tiny tools, often made of chert, were used to create composite tools,
such as arrows, spears, and sickles. The use of microliths allowed for greater
efficiency and versatility in hunting and gathering.



