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Ancient History of Jharkhand 

Prehistoric Period in Jharkhand 

Jharkhand, a state in eastern India, is not only rich in minerals but also has a deep connection 

to human prehistory. Archaeological and anthropological studies reveal that the region played 

a significant role in the prehistoric period, with evidence of human habitation dating back to 

the Paleolithic era. This article explores the prehistoric timeline of Jharkhand, focusing on the 

Paleolithic, Mesolithic, and Neolithic ages. 

 

1. Prehistoric Period in Jharkhand: An Overview 

Jharkhand's prehistoric legacy is etched in its hills, plateaus, and river valleys. Archaeological 

evidence from various sites indicates that the state was home to early humans who left behind 

tools, pottery, and other artifacts. The region’s rocky terrain and dense forests provided the 
perfect setting for early human settlement and survival. 

Key Archaeological Sites in Jharkhand 

 Singhbhum District: Known for ancient rock paintings and Paleolithic tools. 

 Hazaribagh Hills: Evidence of Mesolithic rock shelters and artifacts. 

 Chotanagpur Plateau: A hub of Neolithic culture with polished stone tools. 

 Damodar River Valley: Rich in prehistoric archaeological findings. 

 

2. Paleolithic Age in Jharkhand 

The Paleolithic Age, or the Old Stone Age, marks the earliest phase of human activity in 

Jharkhand. During this period, humans relied on hunting and gathering, using rudimentary 

tools made of stone. 

Characteristics of the Paleolithic Age in Jharkhand 

1. Time Frame: Approximately 2.5 million years ago to around 10,000 BCE. 

2. Human Lifestyle: 

o Nomadic hunter-gatherers. 

o Depended on stone tools for hunting and scavenging. 

3. Tool Types: 

o Core tools, hand axes, and cleavers were discovered in regions like Singhbhum and 

the Damodar Valley. 

o Tools were primarily made from quartzite and basalt, abundant in the region. 

4. Habitat: 

o Early humans in Jharkhand settled near rivers and caves. 

o Evidence of rock shelters suggests they sought protection from predators and harsh 

climates. 

Key Discoveries 



 Rock Paintings: Found in Singhbhum, depicting animals and hunting scenes. 

 Stone Tools: Sharp-edged tools for cutting and scraping have been unearthed. 

 

3. Mesolithic Age in Jharkhand 

The Mesolithic Age, or Middle Stone Age, marked a transitional phase where humans began 

to adopt semi-nomadic lifestyles. This period saw advancements in tool technology and early 

attempts at domestication. 

Characteristics of the Mesolithic Age in Jharkhand 

1. Time Frame: Circa 10,000 BCE to 8,000 BCE. 

2. Lifestyle: 

o Transition from hunting-gathering to early forms of agriculture. 

o Domestication of animals began in this era. 

3. Microlithic Tools: 

o Introduction of small, sharp tools made from flint and chert. 

o Composite tools were crafted by embedding microliths in wooden or bone handles. 

4. Rock Shelters: 

o Mesolithic rock shelters in Hazaribagh feature paintings that depict early human 

activities, including hunting, dancing, and rituals. 

o The shelters also served as living spaces. 

Key Discoveries 

 Cave Paintings: 

o Detailed scenes of hunting and community activities, painted with natural pigments. 

o Red and white pigments were commonly used. 

 Microlithic Assemblages: Found in river valleys, indicating advanced tool-making 

techniques. 

 

4. Neolithic Age in Jharkhand 

The Neolithic Age, or New Stone Age, heralded significant cultural and technological 

advancements. Humans began practicing settled agriculture, and tools became more refined. 

Characteristics of the Neolithic Age in Jharkhand 

1. Time Frame: Circa 8,000 BCE to 2,000 BCE. 

2. Lifestyle: 

o Transition to agrarian societies. 

o Permanent settlements were established in fertile river valleys. 

o Pottery-making and weaving emerged. 

3. Tools: 

o Polished stone tools like axes and chisels. 

o Tools were used for clearing forests and farming. 

4. Agriculture: 



o Cultivation of crops like millets and legumes. 

o Domestication of cattle and goats. 

5. Megalithic Culture: 

o Early signs of megalithic practices (large stone monuments) emerged in this era, 

which would later evolve into the megalithic culture of Jharkhand. 

Key Discoveries 

 Polished Tools: Found in the Chotanagpur Plateau. 

 Agricultural Evidence: Remains of storage pits and grinding stones. 

 

5. Cultural and Anthropological Significance 

The prehistoric period in Jharkhand provides invaluable insights into the evolution of human 

culture and technology. The findings also highlight the adaptability and ingenuity of early 

humans in surviving and thriving in diverse environments. 

 

6. Challenges in Research 

 Limited Excavations: Many potential sites remain unexplored due to lack of funding and 

expertise. 

 Preservation Issues: Natural erosion and human activities threaten archaeological sites 

Archaeological Evidence in Jharkhand 

Jharkhand, a state in eastern India, is rich in archaeological evidence, providing glimpses into 

the lives of prehistoric humans who inhabited the region. The presence of stone tools, 

microliths, and cave paintings reveals a long and continuous human presence in the area, 

dating back to the Paleolithic period.    

Stone Tools and Microliths 

Stone tools are the earliest and most widespread evidence of human presence in Jharkhand. 

These tools, crafted from various types of stone, were used for a variety of purposes, 

including hunting, gathering, and processing food. 

 Paleolithic Period (Old Stone Age): The earliest stone tools found in Jharkhand date 

back to the Paleolithic period, which began roughly 2.6 million years ago and lasted 

until about 10,000 years ago. These tools, typically made of quartzite and other hard 

stones, include hand axes, cleavers, and choppers. They were used for a variety of 

tasks, such as butchering animals, chopping wood, and digging roots.    

 Mesolithic Period (Middle Stone Age): The Mesolithic period, which followed the 

Paleolithic, saw the development of smaller and more refined stone tools known as 

microliths. These tiny tools, often made of chert, were used to create composite tools, 

such as arrows, spears, and sickles. The use of microliths allowed for greater 

efficiency and versatility in hunting and gathering.    


