
Historical Evolution of Polity in Madhya Pradesh ................................................................................... 3 

Madhya Pradesh Reorganization Act, 1956 ............................................................................................ 5 

Constitutional Framework of Madhya Pradesh ...................................................................................... 7 

Structure of State Government in Madhya Pradesh ............................................................................ 10 

Role of Governor in Madhya Pradesh ................................................................................................... 11 

Chief Minister and Council of Ministers ............................................................................................... 15 

Legislative Assembly of Madhya Pradesh ............................................................................................. 16 

Judiciary in Madhya Pradesh – High Court and Subordinate Courts .................................................... 20 

Administrative Divisions of Madhya Pradesh ....................................................................................... 22 

Panchayati Raj Institutions in Madhya Pradesh.................................................................................... 26 

Urban Local Bodies in Madhya Pradesh ............................................................................................... 27 

Madhya Pradesh Public Service Commission (MPPSC) ......................................................................... 31 

Role of Bureaucracy in Madhya Pradesh Administration ..................................................................... 33 

Development Administration in Madhya Pradesh ............................................................................... 35 

Law and Order Administration in Madhya Pradesh.............................................................................. 37 

E-Governance Initiatives in Madhya Pradesh ....................................................................................... 40 

Madhya Pradesh Human Rights Commission ....................................................................................... 42 

Lokayukta in Madhya Pradesh .............................................................................................................. 45 

State Election Commission of Madhya Pradesh ................................................................................... 47 

Decentralization and Local Governance ............................................................................................... 50 

Public Finance and Budgeting in Madhya Pradesh ............................................................................... 51 

Social Welfare Schemes and Governance in Madhya Pradesh............................................................. 55 

Tribal Administration in Madhya Pradesh ............................................................................................ 57 

Policy for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes ............................................................................... 60 

Role of NGOs in Governance of Madhya Pradesh ................................................................................ 62 

Disaster Management Framework in Madhya Pradesh ....................................................................... 65 

Implementation of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Madhya Pradesh ................................ 67 

Education and Health Administration in Madhya Pradesh ................................................................... 71 

Madhya Pradesh’s Industrial Policy and Administration ...................................................................... 72 

Public Grievance Redressal Mechanisms .............................................................................................. 75 

Special Focus on Backward and Tribal Areas ........................................................................................ 77 

Role of Regional Political Parties in Madhya Pradesh .......................................................................... 81 

Implementation of Central Schemes in Madhya Pradesh .................................................................... 83 

Environment and Forest Administration .............................................................................................. 86 

Gender Policies and Women Empowerment Programs in Madhya Pradesh ....................................... 87 

Corruption and Accountability Mechanisms ........................................................................................ 91 



Cooperative Movement and Administration in Madhya Pradesh ........................................................ 92 

Water Resource Management and Administration .............................................................................. 97 

Policies on Renewable Energy and Climate Change ............................................................................. 98 

Historical and Current Role of Madhya Pradesh in Indian Federalism. .............................................. 102 

  



Historical Evolution of Polity in Madhya Pradesh 

Madhya Pradesh, often referred to as the "Heart of India," boasts a rich tapestry of historical 

and political evolution shaped by its diverse geography, cultural influences, and successive 

rulers. From ancient tribal systems to modern democratic governance, Madhya Pradesh’s 
political framework has undergone profound transformations. 

 

Ancient Period: Tribal Clans and Kingdoms 

Early Tribal Polity 

 Tribal Settlements: The Vindhyan and Satpura ranges fostered the growth of early tribal 

societies such as the Gonds, Bhils, and Kols. These tribes had decentralized systems of 

governance led by chieftains, who were responsible for resource distribution, conflict 

resolution, and maintaining cultural traditions. 

 Clan-based Rule: Governance revolved around kinship ties, with clan leaders exercising 

authority over their territories. 

Mauryan Influence (4th–2nd Century BCE) 

 The Mauryan Empire extended its influence into the region, incorporating parts of present-

day Madhya Pradesh. 

 Administrative Reforms: Mauryan administrators established provincial centers in cities like 

Ujjain, integrating local tribes into a centralized system. 

 Edicts of Ashoka: Rock edicts in the region reflect the spread of Buddhist values and the 

integration of local governance into the Mauryan framework. 

Post-Mauryan Era: Satavahanas and Shakas 

 After the decline of the Mauryas, the Satavahanas and Shakas ruled parts of Madhya 

Pradesh. 

 Local Governance: These rulers introduced a blend of central authority and local autonomy, 

allowing indigenous leaders to retain influence under suzerainty agreements. 

 

Medieval Period: Feudal Lords and Empires 

Gupta Empire (4th–6th Century CE) 

 Madhya Pradesh witnessed political and cultural flourishing under the Guptas. Ujjain 

emerged as a prominent political and cultural hub. 

 Decentralized Administration: Feudal lords were entrusted with managing vast territories 

while pledging allegiance to the central authority. 

The Rise of Rajput States 

 During the post-Gupta period, the region fragmented into smaller Rajput principalities, such 

as those of Gwalior, Dhar, and Mandu. 



 Rajput Polity: Governance was characterized by hereditary monarchies, local feuds, and 

alliances formed through matrimonial ties. 

Delhi Sultanate and Malwa Sultanate 

 The Delhi Sultanate extended its control over northern Madhya Pradesh in the 13th century. 

However, local resistance from Rajput and tribal clans persisted. 

 Malwa Sultanate (1401–1562): With Mandu as its capital, the Malwa Sultanate became a 

significant political entity. Sultan Hoshang Shah and later rulers fostered centralized 

administration, architectural patronage, and trade expansion. 

Mughals and Regional Integration 

 The Mughal Empire incorporated Madhya Pradesh into its dominion during Akbar's reign. 

 Subahs and Mansabdari System: The region was divided into subahs (provinces), including 

Malwa, Berar, and Gondwana. Local rulers were often retained as mansabdars (military 

officials) within the Mughal system. 

 

Colonial Era: British Administration and Tribal Uprisings 

British Annexation 

 After the Third Anglo-Maratha War (1817–1818), much of Madhya Pradesh came under 

British control. Key princely states such as Gwalior, Indore, and Bhopal retained autonomy 

under subsidiary alliances. 

 Central Provinces and Berar: The British established the Central Provinces and Berar, 

incorporating parts of Madhya Pradesh into a structured administrative framework. 

Resistance Movements 

 Tribal Revolts: Tribes like the Gonds and Bhils frequently rebelled against colonial 

exploitation. The Bhil Rebellion (1822–1857) and Gond Uprising were notable. 

 1857 Revolt: Regions like Jhansi and Gwalior played pivotal roles in the First War of Indian 

Independence. Rani Lakshmibai’s resistance at Jhansi symbolized local opposition to British 

annexation policies. 

Administrative Reforms 

 The British introduced modern administrative structures, including district administration, 

police, and judiciary. However, princely states retained semi-autonomy and traditional 

governance practices. 

 

Post-Independence Period: Formation of Madhya Pradesh 

Reorganization of States (1956) 

 The political landscape of Madhya Pradesh underwent a major transformation with the 

States Reorganization Act of 1956. Madhya Pradesh was reconstituted by merging Vindhya 



Pradesh, Madhya Bharat, and Bhopal State, while parts of Vidarbha were ceded to 

Maharashtra. 

Governance and Political Evolution 

 Democratic Institutions: Madhya Pradesh adopted a democratic framework, with a 

bicameral legislature initially, which was later abolished in 1967, making it unicameral. 

 Leadership Dynamics: Political dominance alternated between the Congress Party and 

regional parties. Leaders like Pt. Ravi Shankar Shukla and Arjun Singh played significant roles 

in shaping the state’s political ethos. 

 

Modern Political Landscape 

Bifurcation of Madhya Pradesh (2000) 

 In 2000, Madhya Pradesh was bifurcated to form Chhattisgarh. This reorganization 

addressed administrative inefficiencies and provided better governance to tribal regions. 

Current Governance 

 The state has witnessed a blend of national and regional political influences. The Bharatiya 

Janata Party (BJP) and the Indian National Congress have been the primary contenders in 

state politics. 

Tribal and Local Governance 

 The Panchayati Raj System, implemented in 1993, has empowered local governance, 

particularly in tribal areas. Programs like the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest 

Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 have strengthened tribal self-governance. 

 

Madhya Pradesh Reorganization Act, 1956 

The Madhya Pradesh Reorganization Act, 1956, was a landmark legislation that significantly 

redrew the map of central India. It led to the creation of the modern state of Madhya Pradesh 

by merging several princely states and former British provinces. This act was a crucial part of 

the larger States Reorganization Act, 1956, which aimed to reorganize the boundaries of 

India's states along linguistic and cultural lines.    

Background: 

Before 1956, the region that is now Madhya Pradesh was a patchwork of different political 

entities:    

 Central Provinces and Berar: This was a former British province.    

 Madhya Bharat: This state comprised several princely states like Gwalior, Indore, 

and Malwa.    


