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Constitutional Framework of Punjab

The Constitutional Framework of Punjab is based on the provisions of the Constitution of
India, the legal framework that governs the functioning of the state. Punjab, one of the
northern states in India, has a unique historical, cultural, and political backdrop that shapes its
governance. This article will explore the key features of the Constitutional Framework of
Punjab, including the state's relationship with the central government, its legislative and
executive structures, judiciary, and the specific provisions related to Punjab under the
Constitution of India.

1. Introduction to the Constitutional Framework of Punjab

Punjab, like other states in India, operates within the framework of the Indian Constitution.
The Indian Constitution lays down the structure of the Union and the States, delineating the
distribution of powers, the functions of the central and state governments, and the functioning
of the judiciary. Punjab, being a part of India, is governed by the Constitution’s provisions,
while also having certain special provisions that pertain to the region's unique circumstances.

The framework of governance in Punjab is divided into the executive, legislative, and judicial
branches, which work in coordination with the Indian central government.

2. State Government Structure

The structure of the Punjab government consists of the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial
branches, following the federal setup in the Constitution of India.

2.1. Executive Branch

The executive branch of Punjab is responsible for enforcing the laws passed by the legislature
and administering the state. It consists of:

e Governor: The Governor of Punjab is the ceremonial head of the state, representing
the President of India. The Governor’s powers are largely advisory and are exercised
under the guidance of the Chief Minister and the Council of Ministers.

o Chief Minister: The Chief Minister of Punjab is the leader of the majority party in
the Punjab Legislative Assembly and is appointed by the Governor. The Chief
Minister heads the state executive and is responsible for the formation of the Council
of Ministers.

e Council of Ministers: The Council of Ministers is headed by the Chief Minister, and
the ministers are appointed by the Governor. They are responsible for the
administration of various departments and ministries in the state.



2.2. Legislative Branch

Punjab has a bicameral legislature, consisting of the Legislative Assembly and the
Legislary Council. The functions of the legislature include making laws on state matters,
approving the state budget, and performing other duties related to governance.

o Legislative Assembly: The Punjab Legislative Assembly (Vidhan Sabha) is the lower
house of the state legislature. It has 117 elected members who are elected directly by
the people of Punjab through general elections. The Legislative Assembly is
responsible for passing bills, debating policies, and approving state laws.

o Legislary Council: The upper house of the Punjab legislature is the Vidhan
Parishad. The council consists of members elected indirectly by the members of the
Legislative Assembly, graduates, and teachers, and those nominated by the Governor.

The legislature is responsible for enacting laws on subjects in the State List of the
Constitution, which includes matters such as agriculture, health, education, and local
government.

2.3. Judicial Branch

The judicial system in Punjab is based on the structure established by the Indian Constitution.
The judicial branch is independent of the executive and legislature, ensuring the rule of law
and justice.

o High Court: The Punjab and Haryana High Court serves as the highest judicial
authority in the state of Punjab. It exercises jurisdiction over the state and Haryana,
along with Chandigarh. The High Court has original, appellate, and supervisory
jurisdiction in civil, criminal, and constitutional matters.

o District Courts: Below the High Court, there are district courts that serve as the
primary courts for handling civil and criminal cases. The district judiciary in Punjab is
well-established, with district judges heading the courts at the district level.

3. Special Provisions for Punjab

Although Punjab operates within the framework of the Indian Constitution, there are certain
provisions specifically related to Punjab due to its unique socio-political history. These
provisions were added to address issues related to its governance, administration, and the
protection of linguistic and cultural identity.

3.1. Punjab Reorganization Act, 1966

The Punjab Reorganization Act was enacted following the bifurcation of the state of Punjab
in 1966, which led to the creation of Haryana. The Act has key provisions that continue to
impact the governance and constitutional framework of Punjab:

o Sharing of River Waters: The Act addresses the allocation of river waters between
Punjab and Haryana, particularly the sharing of waters from the Ravi, Beas, and Sutle;j



rivers. The Punjab Termination of Agreements Act, 2004 also plays a crucial role
in the legal framework regarding water-sharing issues.

o Language and Culture: Following the reorganization, Punjabi became the official
language of Punjab, and the Act also made provisions to protect the cultural identity
and heritage of the state.

3.2. Governor’s Special Powers

As per the Constitution of India, the Governor of Punjab has some special powers,
especially in cases involving the imposition of President’s Rule (Article 356) in the state.
Under these provisions, the Governor can exercise discretionary powers in cases of
constitutional crises or when the governance in the state is impaired.

e Article 356 (President's Rule): If the President believes that the government of Punjab
cannot function according to the provisions of the Constitution, he or she may impose
President’s Rule, dissolving the state legislature and taking direct control of the
administration.

3.3. Punjab Legislative Assembly and Anti-Defection Law

Punjab is also governed by the Anti-Defection Law, which seeks to prevent political
defections and ensure stability in the state legislature. If a member of the legislative assembly
defects from the party that elected them, they are subject to disqualification, as per the
provisions under the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution.

4. Relations with the Union Government

The state of Punjab maintains a federal relationship with the central government of India,
following the framework established by the Indian Constitution. The Constitution divides
powers between the Union and the states under three lists: the Union List, the State List, and
the Concurrent List.

e Union List: The Union List contains subjects that are exclusively under the
jurisdiction of the central government. These include defense, foreign affairs, and
interstate trade. Punjab must follow these laws and regulations.

o State List: The State List includes subjects that are under the jurisdiction of the
Punjab government. This includes areas like agriculture, police, and public health.

e Concurrent List: The Concurrent List includes matters that are under the joint
jurisdiction of both the Union and the State. If there is a conflict between the Union
and the State laws, the central law prevails.

Punjab is governed by laws passed by the central government as well as by state laws, and
any conflict between them is resolved by the judiciary.



5. The Role of the Judiciary in Punjab's Constitutional Framework

The judiciary in Punjab, as part of the Indian judicial system, plays a crucial role in upholding
the Constitution and ensuring that the state's laws and policies conform to the Constitution.

The Punjab and Haryana High Court is the highest judicial authority in the state, and it has
wide-ranging powers in matters related to civil, criminal, and constitutional law. It has the
power to hear petitions against the state government and ensure that laws enacted by the
Punjab legislature do not violate the Constitution.

Punjab Legislative Assembly

The Punjab Legislative Assembly, also known as the Punjab Vidhan Sabha, is the unicameral
(single-chamber) state legislature of Punjab, India. It is the supreme law-making body in the
state, responsible for enacting laws, approving the state budget, and overseeing the
functioning of the government.

History and Evolution:

The Punjab Legislative Assembly has its roots in the colonial era. The Punjab Legislative
Council was established in 1897 under the Indian Councils Act, 1892. This council had
limited powers and was largely advisory in nature. Over time, through various reforms and
acts, the council evolved into a legislative body with increased representation and authority.

After India gained independence in 1947, the Punjab Legislative Assembly was formally
constituted. The first general elections were held in 1951. Initially, the assembly had a
bicameral structure with a Legislative Assembly and a Legislative Council. However, the
Legislative Council was abolished in 1969, making the Punjab legislature unicameral.

Structure and Composition:

o Strength: The Assembly currently comprises 117 members who are directly elected
from single-member constituencies across the state.

e Tenure: The term of the Assembly is five years, unless dissolved sooner.

o Speaker: The Speaker is the presiding officer of the Assembly, elected from among
its members. The Speaker maintains order during sessions, conducts proceedings, and
ensures adherence to rules and procedures.

o Deputy Speaker: The Deputy Speaker assists the Speaker in conducting the business
of the Assembly and presides over sessions in the Speaker's absence.

Functions and Powers:
o Legislative Powers: The primary function of the Assembly is to make laws for the

state of Punjab. Bills can be introduced by any member and are passed after due
debate and voting.



