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Constitutional Framework of Uttar Pradesh 

The state of Uttar Pradesh, often referred to as the heartland of India, holds a unique position 

in the country’s political and constitutional framework. Governed under the Constitution of 
India, Uttar Pradesh operates as a federal entity, with its administrative structure and 

functions derived from the constitutional provisions applicable to states in India. 

Historical Background 

Uttar Pradesh was formed on January 24, 1950, just a day before India became a Republic. 

The state was renamed from the United Provinces under the States Reorganisation Act, 1956. 

It operates within the broader constitutional framework that ensures a balance of powers 

between the central government and the state. 

 

Key Elements of the Constitutional Framework 

1. Constitutional Provisions Applicable to Uttar Pradesh 

Uttar Pradesh functions under Part VI of the Constitution of India, which deals with the 

states. The framework is defined by Articles 152 to 237, providing guidelines for governance, 

legislature, judiciary, and executive powers. 

 

2. Governor as the Constitutional Head 

 Role and Appointment: The Governor of Uttar Pradesh is the constitutional head of the 

state, appointed by the President of India under Article 155. 

 Powers and Functions: 

o Executive Powers: Appoints the Chief Minister, other ministers, and key officials. 

o Legislative Powers: Can summon, prorogue, or dissolve the State Legislature. 

o Financial Powers: Sanctions the state budget and grants assent to money bills. 

o Discretionary Powers: Acts as a link between the State and Central Government. 

 

3. Council of Ministers and Chief Minister 

 Chief Minister: The real executive authority in Uttar Pradesh, as per Article 164, heads the 

Council of Ministers. 

 Council of Ministers: 

o Comprises Cabinet Ministers, Ministers of State, and Deputy Ministers. 

o Functions collectively as the decision-making body for state governance. 

 

4. State Legislature 

Uttar Pradesh has a bicameral legislature, comprising the Legislative Assembly (Vidhan 

Sabha) and the Legislative Council (Vidhan Parishad). 



1. Legislative Assembly (Vidhan Sabha): 

o Strength: 403 members. 

o Tenure: 5 years. 

o Functions: Enacts laws, debates policies, and approves budgets. 

2. Legislative Council (Vidhan Parishad): 

o Strength: 100 members (variable as per Article 171). 

o Tenure: Permanent body with one-third of its members retiring every two years. 

o Functions: Reviews and suggests amendments to legislation passed by the Assembly. 

 

5. Judiciary 

The judiciary in Uttar Pradesh is an integral part of the state’s constitutional framework. 

 Allahabad High Court: 
o Established in 1866, it is one of the oldest High Courts in India. 

o Jurisdiction: Original, appellate, and supervisory. 

o Bench: A significant bench operates in Lucknow. 

 Subordinate Courts: 
o District and Sessions Courts handle civil and criminal cases. 

o Other courts include family courts, consumer courts, and revenue courts. 

 

6. Division of Powers 

Uttar Pradesh operates within the federal framework of India, where the powers are divided 

between the Union and the State under the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution. 

1. State List: 
o Police, Public Health, Agriculture, and Local Governance. 

2. Concurrent List: 
o Education, Forests, Marriage, and Trade Unions. 

3. Union List: 
o Defense, Foreign Affairs, and Railways. 

 

7. Emergency Provisions 

Uttar Pradesh, like other states, is subject to emergency provisions under Articles 352, 356, 

and 360. 

1. President’s Rule (Article 356): 
o Imposed during a breakdown of constitutional machinery in the state. 

o Uttar Pradesh has witnessed several instances of President’s Rule. 
2. Financial Emergency (Article 360): 

o Theoretically applicable but never imposed in the state. 

 



Local Governance in Uttar Pradesh 

1. Panchayati Raj System 

In line with the 73rd Amendment, the Panchayati Raj system empowers rural governance in 

Uttar Pradesh. It includes: 

 Gram Panchayat at the village level. 

 Kshetra Panchayat at the block level. 

 Zila Panchayat at the district level. 

2. Urban Local Bodies 

Governed by the 74th Amendment, urban governance in Uttar Pradesh includes: 

 Municipal Corporations for larger cities. 

 Municipalities and Nagar Panchayats for smaller towns. 

 

Special Provisions for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

Uttar Pradesh, under Article 341, provides constitutional safeguards for Scheduled Castes 

(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs). These include: 

 Reservation in education, employment, and legislature. 

 Social welfare schemes aimed at empowerment. 

 

Challenges in the Constitutional Framework of Uttar Pradesh 

1. Law and Order: 
o The state frequently faces challenges in maintaining public order, which is a state 

subject. 

2. Governance Issues: 
o Political instability and frequent changes in leadership. 

3. Judicial Backlog: 
o Delays in justice delivery due to an overburdened judiciary. 

4. Central-State Relations: 
o Occasional friction between the State Government and Central Government, 

especially in resource allocation. 

 

Recent Developments and Reforms 

1. Digitization in Governance: 
o E-Governance initiatives like e-district services. 

2. Decentralization: 
o Strengthening of Panchayati Raj and Urban Local Bodies. 

3. Judicial Reforms: 
o Expansion of the Allahabad High Court infrastructure. 


